Case Study - Information Bulletin

Y o
N New Construction — Duct Boots
© Copyright 2026 by Virginia Blower Testing, LLC - VaBlowerDoor.com

The air leakage problem with duct boot cut-in penetration.

Most duct boot cut-in’s are roughly cut out and improperly fitted. These gaps, both large and small, allow air
infiltration and leakage, which lead to increased heating and cooling costs and potentially condensation and
mold growth. The cut-in’s below are poorly cut, improperly fitted, and have no sealant applied.

These will leak air and should have been sealed prior to the finish flooring being installed.

The Problem.........

Roughly cut hole, improperly fitted boot, no sealant..

The Solution.........

Sealing around the boot penetration with caulk or duct sealing mastic.

This is what a clean cut, properly fitted, and
properly sealed boot cut-in should look like.

Apply mastc
1o &l senTs .

Virginia Blower Door Testing, LLC .
757-739-1378 Virginia Beach - 804-898-8740 Richmond - VaBlowerDoor.com ceRTIFIED
This information is deemed reliable, but is not guaranteed. Not intended to endorse any product or manufacturer. Rl



	Page 1

